
1 

 

 
March 1, 2018 

18 Ways to Be More Methodist in 
‘18 

The following article is a UMC.org feature in   

United Methodist Now (an online monthly       

newsletter) by Joe Lovino, December 20, 2017.   

Due to its length, the first part of this article was 

printed in the February 2018 newsletter. 

 

Part 2 

10.  Join a committee. 

As United Methodists, weôre addicted to committees.  

Our congregations even have committees to form 

committees.  While we joke about it, these are some 

of the best ways to get involved in your congrega-

tion, district, annual conference, and beyond.  Serve 

your church by joining a committee. 

11.  Give to UMCOR. 

The United Methodist Church offers great opportuni-

ties to participate in ministries that serve people 

around the corner and around the world.  Give to the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief on UMCOR 

Sunday (March 11, 2018) or anytime to help with 

their relief work. 

12.  Deepen your devotional life. 

Wesley said that two means of grace every Methodist 

should practice are ñsearching the Scripturesò and 

prayer.  Find some helps from the Upper Room, 

Cokesbury, or elsewhere, to assist you as you listen 

for the Holy Spirit to speak to you through the  

Scriptures, and in prayer. 

13. Eat spicy food. 

We cannot force an experience like the one John 

Wesley had near Aldersgate Street on May 24, 1738.  

The best we can do is simulate it with a good, spicy 

meal that will give us a different kind of heartwarm-

ing sensation. 

14. Tell your mom you love her. 

Although his dad was the pastor, John Wesleyôs mom 

was probably the biggest influence in his life.  Her 

spiritual leadership taught him to encourage women 

and men to lead in the Methodist movement.  John 

often sought his motherôs advice.  Other times, it was 

unsolicited—like her encouragement to use lay 

preachers—and her son followed anyway. 

15. Write a hymn. 

Charles Wesley, Johnôs brother, wrote over 6,000 

hymns in his lifetime!  Surely, you and I can write 

one.  Change the words to a favorite tune to reflect a 

spiritual truth.  It may not be publishable, but it can 

be something just between you and God. 

16. Follow the rules. 

Following in the footsteps of John Wesley, we United 

Methodist like to follow rules.  The very first socie-

ties were given three simple rules that sometimes 

summarize as (1) do good, (2) do no harm, and (3) 

stay in love with God.  It seems best if rules come in 

threes (see ñStick to a budgetò in the February 2018 

newsletter). 

17. Attend worship every Sunday. 

Hearing the Bible read, joining our voice in song, 

hearing a sermon, receiving communion, and praying 

with others, are important ways we grow individually 

and together.  Never miss an opportunity to worship. 

18. Enjoy some coffee. 

Although John Wesley might disagree—he knew  

water was the healthiest drink—we United Method-

ists are known for our coffee consumption.  Use the 

Sunday morning fellowship time be-

fore and after worship (even if youôre 

not a fan of coffee) to greet your 

neighbors and connect with your 

church family. 
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  C̙̈̓̌̋̈̕ ̖̍ Ě̛̝̕̚ 

 
March 4 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Kidõs Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
 
 5 Sr. High Girlsõ Bible Study at     
  Kourtney Hakeõs house  
  (456 W. Elm, Nashville)-7:00 pm 
 
 6 Book Club at Judy Brownõs house - 
   (789 W. Alton, Nashville)-9:00 am 

 7 Chili/Chicken Soup Supper (Happy 
  Days Fundraiser)-4:00-7:00 pm 
 
  Choir-7:30 pm 

            11 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

  Prayer Group-8:30 am  

  Worship (UMCOR Sunday)-10:15 am 

  Youth Groups (see Mar. 4 for times) 

            13 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 

            18 Prayer Group-8:30 am 

  Youth Groups (see Mar. 4 for times) 

            19 Happy Days Fundraiser at Bonnie  
  Caf®-5:00-8:00 pm  
 
  Sr. High Girlsõ Bible Study at     
  Kourtney Hakeõs house-7:00 pm 
 
            20 Education-6:00 pm 

            21 Choir-7:30 pm 

            25 Prayer Group-8:30 am 

  Worship (Palm Sunday)-10:15 am 

  Sr. High Youth Group-5:00 pm 

            26 Trustees-6:30 pm 

            28 Happy Days Early Registration- 
  5:00-7:00 pm 
 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            29 Maundy Thursday Service-7:00 pm 
 
            30 Good Friday Service-7:00 pm 
 

 
         
  
 
             

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

March  3 Jennifer Kirsch 

 5 Margaret Snyder 

            7 Terry Campbell 

             Kourtney Hake 

            8 Elyse Rench 

          17 Bernice Chambers 

            John Luessenheide 

          19 Stephanie Hackstadt 

          20 Sarah Staley 

          28 Selina Reynolds 

                       

  ANNIVERSARIES 

March  4 Pastor Bill & Rhonda Bunnage 

            Len & Terry Campbell 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ  ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎΗ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ 

ƻŶŎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ 
 

February Report 
 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

 02-04                113    $4,228.55 

 02-06     Online (Vanco)   $   499.17 

 02-11  55    $1,763.00 

 02-18                  96    $1,904.75 

 02-25     91        $1,310.51 

 02-26     Online (Vanco)   $   300.00

[ŀǊƎŜ tǊƛƴǘ .ƛōƭŜ bŜŜŘǎ IƻƳŜ 

Bud Meade donated a new large-print King James 

Version Bible to the church.  The Bible features the 

words of Christ in red print and there are full-color 

maps in the back of the book.  If someone in the 

congregation needs a large-print Bible, please see 

Linda in the church office. 
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Reminder to Members of Grace UMC 

Please let the office know if you are borrowing    

tables, chairs, etc. from the church and when youôll 

return them. Also, for scheduling purposes, please 

let the office know if you need to use a room in the 

church or the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you! 

Easter Special Services 

Thurs., March 29, 7:00 p.m.—Maundy Thursday 

 Service     

Fri., March 30, 7:00 p.m.—Good Friday Service 

Sun., April 1, 7:00 a.m.—Sunrise Service 

 8:00 a.m.—Easter Morning  Breakfast 

 and Time of Fellowship 

 

 9:00 a.m.—Easter Egg Hunt and 

  Sunday School  

 

 10:15 a.m.—Easter Worship Service 

  

From Me to You  

Howôs your spiritual thermometer reading? 

There has been a lot of sickness this winter.  

We know that a reading on the thermometer 

above 98.6 degrees indicates a fever and that is 

not good--a sure sign you are sick. 

On the other hand, if your spiritual thermome-

ter is high, that is a good sign. If it is low, then 

that is a sign youôre sick. How does one gauge 

that? Two simple ways. 

One, is your prayer life. We have been asking 

you to pray at 7 AM or 7 PM since early last 

fall. Howôs that going? Have you been          

consistent with your praying or have you      

forgotten? 

Another way to tell how to gauge your spiritual 

thermometer to is look at your checkbook. If 

your giving is the same as last year or below, 

then that is a sign that youôre not healthy.  

Youôve already heard a lot from me around 

these two areas and youôll hear more, Iôm sure. 

As a congregation we agreed to enter into the 

STEP UP process. These two spiritual disci-

plines are just the beginning places for us.  

If we really want to become a blessed faith 

community that is bearing fruit for the      

Kingdom and making disciples for Jesus 

Christ, then we have to be committed to   

growing in these areas. There is no room for us 

to be less than committed to grow! 

Keep the Faith!   

Pastor Bill  

5ŀȅ .ȅ 5ŀȅ 

Let every dawn of morning be to you as the begin-

ning of life, and every setting sun be to you as its 

close. Then let every one of these short lives leave 

its sure record of some kindly thing done for      

others, some goodly strength or knowledge gained 

for yourself.  —John Ruskin  

UMCOR Sunday 

(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) 

March 11, 2018 

 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on     

Relief) Sunday is a churchwide special Sunday 

of the United Methodist Church.  Your gift on 

UMCOR Sunday supports UMCORôs adminis-

trative costs so that 100 percent of all designat-

ed gifts will go to the program of the giverôs 

choice. Your contribution ensures UMCORôs 

response in times of crisis.  Make a difference in 

the lives of people who hurt. 
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 ...for March 

 

March 4, 11 and 18: The following youth 
groups will meet: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge  
 
March 25, 5:00 p.m.:  Sr. High Youth 
Group only 
 
For more information on any of these 
youth activities, please see Mike Savard. 
 

Summer Camp 
 

This is the time of year to start thinking 
about how you and your children will spend 
their time during summer vacation!  
 
The United Methodist Great Rivers        
Conference Camping and Retreat Ministries 
offer a wide variety of camping and         
volunteer opportunities.  The 2018 Camping 
Guide is available on the credenzas at the 
back of the sanctuary and also in the slots 
across from Mikeõs office.   
 
Our congregation dedicates funds for  
scholarships to help cover the cost of      
attending a summer camp.  Registration can 
be done online or through the use of printed 
forms.  Registration forms or registration 
verification need to be submitted to Mike in 
order to receive scholarship assistance.  
Early registration discounts help us to 
stretch our scholarship funds. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Light Kidsô Conference 

The Light Kidsô Conference, a one-day event for 

children in 1st-5th grades will be hosted at Troy 

UMC in Troy, IL on Saturday, March 24, from 

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  The kids will be on The Great 

Adventure and enjoy the day of music (with Har-

vest Band), recreation with inflatables, lunch, 

snacks, Bible Buzz with Becky Pate, entertainment 

with Richard Landry and teaching around three 

adventures in scripture:  Moses and the Israelites 

following God across the Red Sea, Saulôs dramatic 

conversion on the road to Damascus, and the invi-

tation of Jesus to each child to be on the great ad-

venture of faith. 

Visit kidsconference.org or contact Tim Price at 

618-541-8291. 

Box Tops for Education 

You can find Box Tops for Education on many 

products.  Many cereal boxes,  paper products, 

produce, household cleaning items, school and 

office supplies, etc. will have the box tops on 

them. 

Nashville Grade School collects the box tops, 

which can be turned in for cash.  Checks are 

then mailed twice a yearðin December and 

Aprilðto the participating school.  Each box 

top is worth 10 cents. 

Please collect them and turn them into the 

church office in a baggie, or turn them in      

directly to the school.  Thank you! 
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Happy Days Preschool has some great events coming up: 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ тǘƘ – Our annual Chili/Chicken Soup Supper (serving 4-7 p.m.).   

John and Becky Hallock and crew will be making their famous chili and chicken soup! 

(A little known secret: sometimes Mr. John mixes up an άextra spicyέ batch to keep in 

the kitchen.) Also, we will be having a silent auction that night. Our Happy Days        

parents do a wonderful job of making and donating items for this!  

aƻƴŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ мфǘƘ – р-у p.m. Come out and dine at Bonnie Café for 

Happy Days! The preschool receives a percentage of sales that night. 

Come watch the Happy Days staff and a few board members attempt to serve drinks 

and clean tables.  

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ нуǘƘ – р-т p.m.  Early Registration for the 2018-2019 school year. We have had to 

start a waiting list – so if you know of any interested families of 3-5 year olds, please tell them to call as 

soon as possible! 

As always, Happy Days Preschool sincerely appreciates the support we receive from our congregation! 

WE COULD NOT DO IT WITHOUT YOU!  

Scholarship Opportunities for Grace UMC Members 

1. Grace UMC Endowment Board Scholarships — $1,000 each 

Required:  Application, Essay, Proof of Acceptance or Transcript showing courses and 

grades from previous semesters, Proof of Enrollment as a full-time undergraduate student for the 

fall semester, Member of Nashville Grace UMC. 

Application available in church office. 

Deadline:  June 15, 2018 

2. The Illinois Great Rivers Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus    

Ministry is offering a scholarship opportunity for the 2018-2019 school year to    

undergraduate students — Minimum of $500 each for tuition 

Required:  Applicants must be members of a United Methodist Church for a minimum 

of one year, Online application, Resume; Transcript, Certification of Church Membership and     

Recommendation Letter (from Pastor). Scholarships awarded will be sent to the community college, 

college or university that the student will be attending during the 2018-2019 school year.   

Applications can be found at https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/igrcscholarship.  

Deadline:  March 15, 2018 

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/igrcscholarship
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A Mission Opportunity for Those Who Crochet! 
 
At the Washington County Ministerial Alliance meeting in February, the need for crochet squares 
that are being used to create handmade blankets was discussed.   
 

Harvey ñHookersò for Hope is an organization based in southeast    
Texas which is assisting victims of Hurricane Harvey by providing 
handmade blankets to those who have lost everything.  Consider sup-
porting this effort by sending crochet squares to Texas.  Squares must 
be 5ò x 5ò with the tails  woven in.  Any washable yarn, weight, color, or 
pattern is accepted.  Squares should be mailed to Harvey Hookers for 
Hope, c/o Denise Hammes, P.O. Box 295, Rockport, TX 78381. 

 
Also, there is a knitting/crochet group that meets every Thursday  
evening at 7:00 p.m. at St. Paulôs United Church of Christ in Nashville.  
The group meets either in the church library or one of the classrooms.  
Regardless of whether you are already an expert, or wanting to learn, 

there are several ladies happy to have you join the group.  Itôs a great time to get together and enjoy 
each otherôs company while working on the crochet squares, or your own project.    
 
Come and join the group! 

YOUR MISSION COMMITTEE AT WORK IN 2017 

There are many ways to be actively involved in the ministry of our church through your giving and             
participation.   Following are some of the activities and donations given last year: 
 

Work Projects:  In mid-February, a team of seven spent a week in Monroe, LA rehabbing a flood-damaged 
home for an elderly lady.  On May 13th, a small team worked on a blitz build of a home in an impoverished 
area of East St. Louis.  In June, about 8-10 people helped put a roof on a house in Addieville and provided 
$385 for building materials.  Three different times, church members helped with minor home repairs for a  
partially disabled lady in Ashley. 
 

Donations:   

* $1,000—Lehde family (Addieville), whose newborn son had critical health issues 
* $2,300—Funded a McKendree student who joined a college mission team for a summer mission 
* $1,000—YWAM (Youth with a Mission), Jen and Drew Ruess, directors 
* $500—Stern family in Nashville (house fire) 
* $1,000—Rachel Edgar, Intervarsity at SIU-C 
* $300—Wesley Foundation, SIU-C 
* $500—Preachersô Aid Society 
* $500—Red Bird Mission 
* $500—Cunningham Childrensô Home 
* $500—Chaddock Childrensô Home 
* $1,000—Kelsey Sachtleben—Habitat for Humanity project in Guatemala 
* $450—Nashville Primary School for Backpacks of Hope (food for needy studentsô backpacks on Fridays 
for weekend food supplement) 

* $426—Hot water heater plus labor for a gentleman in Addieville 
* $750—Gas cards (30 cards @ $25each) 
* $1,000 annual support ($250 per quarter) to Haiti Kids (general support); Eagle House Ministries; East 
Side Heart and Home; Little Grassy Camp; Washington County Senior Services (Meals on Wheels) 

* $2,341—School supplies at Back-to-School Carnival. 
* $4,043—Funds for rent and utilities for those in need in Washington County 
* $500—Coats, hats and gloves for Okawville School District, plus $200 for other needed items 
* Other miscellaneous donations 
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DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ 

aŀǊŎƘ  п IŜƭŜƴ 5ǳŘŜ  
aŀǊŎƘ мм 5Ŝŀƴ ŀƴŘ WǳŘƛ ²ŀƭƭŜǊ  
aŀǊŎƘ му .ǳŘ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎȅ aŜŀŘŜ  
aŀǊŎƘ нр aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ YƛƴƎ 
  

¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ 

!ƴŘǊŜǿ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎΣ DŀǊȅ /ƭŀǊƪΣ 5ŀǾŜ CƛǎŎƘŜǊΣ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ DŀǊƭƛŎƘΣ DŀǊȅ IŀƪŜΣ wƻōŜǊǘ IŀǿƪƛƴǎΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ IŜŎƪŜǊǘΣ 
WƻƘƴ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΣ aƛƪŜ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΣ YŜǾƛƴ {ŜȅƭŜǊΣ 5ǳƪŜ {ƴȅŘŜǊΣ ¢ƛƳ {ǘŀƭŜȅΣ ²ƛƭƭ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎΣ .ǊŀŘ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ 
 

[ŀȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊΥ  /ƭƛũ IŀƪŜ 
tǊŀƛǎŜκ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ /ƘƻǊǳǎΥ  YŜƴ ¢ŜǊǾŜŜǊ 
YŜȅōƻŀǊŘǎΥ  [ƛƴŘŀ {ŎƘŀŜũŜǊΣ aŜŀƎŀƴ CǊŜŘŜǊƪƛƴƎΣ YƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ IŀƪŜΣ .ŜŎƪȅ {ǘȅƴƛƴƎŜǊΣ /ƛƴŘƛ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ 
CƭǳǘŜΥ  Dŀȅƭŀ .Ǌƻǿƴ  
¢ǊǳƳǇŜǘΥ  [Ŝƴ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ /ŀƴŀŀƴ Dƛōōǎ 
¢ǊƻƳōƻƴŜκ9ǳǇƘƻƴƛǳƳΥ  /ƘǳŎƪ IŀƪŜ 
{ƻǳƴŘΥ  ¢ŜǊǊȅ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ !ǾŜǊȅ aŜŀŘŜΣ IŀƴƴŀƘ aŜŀŘŜΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ {ŀǾŀǊŘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ŀǾŀǊŘ  
tǊƻƧŜŎǝƻƴΥ  ¢ŜǊǊȅ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ YƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ IŀƪŜΣ !ǾŜǊȅ aŜŀŘŜΣ IŀƴƴŀƘ aŜŀŘŜΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ {ŀǾŀǊŘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ŀǾŀǊŘ 
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜǎΥ  /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ IŀƭƭƻŎƪΣ WŀǊŜŘ WǳŜƴƎŜǊΣ 5ŀǇƘƴŜ YƻƭƭōŀǳƳΣ {ŀƳǳŜƭ YƻƭƭōŀǳƳΣ ¢ȅƴŜ aƻƻǊŜΣ               
YŀƭŜō wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΣ YŀǊƳŜƴ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ {ŀǾŀǊŘ 
/ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ  5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ - /ƘǳŎƪ IŀƪŜΣ Dŀȅƭŀ .ǊƻǿƴΣ wƻƴ .ǊƻǿƴΣ wƘƻƴŘŀ .ǳƴƴŀƎŜΣ [ŀǊǊȅ DŀǊƭƛŎƘΣ 
/ŀƴŀŀƴ DƛōōǎΣ 5ŜōǊŀ DǳŜǎǘΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ IŀǿƪƛƴǎΣ bŀƴŎȅ WŀƴƻǿǎƪƛΣ WƻƘƴ [ǳŜǎǎŜƴƘŜƛŘŜΣ [ƛƴŘŀ {ŎƘŀŜũŜǊΣ      
aƛƪŜ {ŀǾŀǊŘΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ {ƛƳƻƴǘƻƴΣ .ŜŎƪȅ {ǘȅƴƛƴƎŜǊΣ [ƛƴŘŀ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎΣ .ŜǾ ¢ŜǊǾŜŜǊΣ YŜƴ ¢ŜǊǾŜŜǊΣ  /ƛƴŘƛ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊǎ 

 

Getting Back to Funny Tour 

Chonda Pierce and Karyn Williams 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 

7:00 p.m. (doors open at 6:15 p.m.) 

First Baptist Church, O’Fallon, IL 

 

General admission is $27.00, but for a group of 10 or more, the tickets are $24.00.  The price 
is almost doubled for V.I.P. admission which allows early entry.  We are looking at buying    
general admission tickets. 

Are you interested in taking a group from Grace UMC?  Please let the office know of 
your interest and make a firm commitment no later than March 11, 2018, so we can order the 
tickets.  Weõre open to suggestions about leaving earlier and eating before the program. 

 

 


