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July 1, 2018 

A letter from Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-Jones,    

Superintendent of the Mississippi River        

Districté 

 

 

June 11, 2018 

Dear Nashville Grace UMC, 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  I am writing with a deep sense of 

gratitude and pride to celebrate your churchôs 

full 100% participation in Apportionment giving.  

In offering my extreme thanks I want to be clear, 

this is not a small accomplishment. 

As United Methodists, we talk a great deal about 

being Connectional.  This is part of the genius of 

John Wesley that continues to bless us today.  

However, talk of being connectional means little 

if our actions are not congruent with what we 

proclaim. 

Your action of paying 100 percent of your 2017 

Apportionments is a powerful witness of the    

vision we share for being the church of Jesus 

Christ  together. 

During Charge/Church conference, I will present 

the 2017 Apportionment Certificate of Accom-

plishment for you to share and proudly display 

affirming the incredible good works you have 

done together.  Remember, this accomplishment 

is about healing the world.  Itôs about feeding the 

hungry and healing the sick.  And itôs about 

spreading Godôs love across the world.  And you 

are a significant piece of this work! 

On behalf of the entire Illinois Great Rivers  

Conference, thank you for your faithfulness. 

Blessings in Christ, 

DS Rose M. Booker-Jones 

  Collection of Peanut Butter 
Takes Place in July 

 

Jars of peanut butter 
for the school in Haiti 
will be collected at 
Grace UMC  for two 
SundaysñJuly 15 and 
July 22.  A labeled box 
will be placed in the 
back of the church for 
the donated items. 

The jars of peanut butter are transported 
to a Haitian neighborhood in Chicago where 
they are packed in blue barrels by a Haitian-
owned shipping company.  When the barrels 
arrive in Haiti, they are unloaded and taken 
directly to the school.  Each barrel costs 
$130 to ship, no matter what the weight of 
the contents. 

The Haitian school was built in 2011 by a 
team of volunteers, directed by Frank and 
Carol Albright of Pena, Illinois.  Several 
members of our church assisted in the con-
struction of the school.  Each day, the    
children at the school have a peanut butter 
sandwich for lunch, and for some children 
that might be their only meal all day. 

Please give generously! 
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  C̙̈̓̌̋̈̕ ̖̍ Ě̛̝̕̚ 
 

July 1 Prayer Group-8:30 am  

  Kidõs Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
   
 2 Church Council meets with Step UP 
  team; light meal-6:00; training/meeting
  -6:30-8:30 pm 
 
 3 Book Club at Little Nashville-      
  9:00 am 
 
 4 Office Closed  in observance of U.S. 
  Independence Day 
 
 8 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Decorating Grace UMC for VBS-1:00-
  4:00 pm; followed by cookout  
 
         9-12 Vacation Bible School at Grace UMC-
  10:00 am-12:30 pm 
 
            11 Endowment Board-6:30 pm 
 
            14 Christian Music Concert/Craft Fair/Flea 
  Market in Nashville Park-9:00 am- 
  2:00 pm   
 

            15   Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Youth Groups (see July 1 for times) 
 
      16-20 Meals on Wheels Week (our church 
  members deliver the meals) 
 
           17 Youth Trip to Raging Rivers-9:00 am-
  4:00 pm  
 
  Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
 
  Education-6:45 pm 
     
      21-28 Mission Trip to Leech Lake Reservation 
  in northern Minnesota 
 
           21 Back-to-School Carnival-10:00 am-   

  1:00 pm 

    
           22 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Youth Groups (see July 1 for times) 
 
           23 Trustees-6:30 pm 
 
           29 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Youth Groups (see July 1 for times) 
 
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

July 2 Lizzy Birchard 

 7 Mike Curtis 

          10 Rhonda Bunnage 

  Anthony Garlich 

          12 Ron Luessenheide 

          17 Lindsay Weathers Fark 

          20 Nancy Meade 

  Harper Roetemeyer 

          25 Ken Terveer 

          26 Chrystal Paige Brown 

  Duke Snyder 

          28 Kerry Sallee Roetemeyer 

          31 Donna Buhrmester 

  Helen Dude 

  Kaleb Reynolds 

                       

  ANNIVERSARIES 

July    11 Anthony & Laura Garlich 

           12 David & Julie Marshall 

           26 Tim & Rosemary Staley 

           31 Erik & Crystal Meade 

 

 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ  ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎΗ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ 

ƻŶŎŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ 
 

June Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

 06-03                105    $3,942.60 

 06-10                106    $2,664.64 

 06-17                  97    $3,066.05 

 06-24                101      $2,718.45 

 06-25        Online (Vanco)   $   300.00 
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 From Me to You...  

  

 This year the United Methodist Church is in its 

jubilee year, its 50th year. This is a year of celebra-

tion. What makes me sad though is that we have 

been in a steady decline ever since that year. Some 

parts of the world have experienced tremendous 

growth in Methodism, but here in the United States 

we have not, except in some isolated locations. 

 Why the decline? I hear all kinds of reasons, but 

I believe the real reason is the church has forgotten 

to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. The word 

evangelism bothers church members because they 

either have had a bad experience with another    

person trying to get them saved or they are uncom-

fortable talking to others about their faith and what 

Jesus did for us. 

 Evangelism is all about sharing the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is all about the 

work of saving people, that is not our task. 

 I want to share this with you.  It is an excerpt 

from Get Their Name: Grow Your Church by 

Building Relationships by Bob Farr, Doug Ander-

son, and Kay Kotan É2013 Abingdon Press. Used 

with permission. 

 Quote --ñAfter consulting with more than four 

hundred churches throughout the country, we have 

observed that the primary focus for most evange-

lism effort is on recovering inactive members. 

Evangelism becomes passive, waiting for them to 

come, being polite when they arrive, helping them 

to join our organization, and then trying to get them 

to come back if they quit attending worship or    

giving money.  

 This hands-off style of evangelism is not work-

ingðand has not worked for more than fifty years!    

 We canôt keep waiting for people to arrive at 

our doors. We have done this for too many years. 

This passive behavior goes against the missional 

roots of our Christian faith. We have gone from be-

ing outwardly focused to being inwardly centered. 

This static and inward passivity wonôt work in a 

secular world where the gospel must be actively 

demonstrated to be communicated. 

How We Get Evangelism Wrong 

Observation One--Inwardly focused churches tend 

to define and practice evangelism as ñreconnecting 

disconnected church  folks.ò                                                

Observation Two--Outwardly focused churches 

define and practice evangelism as connecting the 

unconnected folks to Jesus and then to the church.                                

Observation Three--The pool of churched people 

to connect with is dramatically shrinking, while the 

pool of the un-churched, never-connected population 

is growing exponentially. This is especially true 

among the millennial generation.                          

Observation Four--Early denominational move-

ments focused on unconnected folks, while the es-

tablished churches of the day focused on and sup-

ported the folks who were already churched when 

they arrived in America. 

 These movements become institutional over 

time, and they focused on membership rather than 

discipleship. The mainline churches were dislodged 

from the center of American culture by the upheaval 

of the 1960s.  

 The situation became further confused by the 

resulting rise of religious conservatism in the 1970s 

and 1980s. This led to the American polarization of 

religious liberals and religious conservatives.  

 This in turn led to the disaffection of youth from 

religion in the 1990s and 2000s. The mainline 

churches as a result are bewildered and unsure about 

how to proceed through an accelerated state of     

decline. 

 If any denomination is to have a future, it must 

reconnect to the biblical purpose and mission of 

making new disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-

formation of the world. To accomplish this mission, 

it requires us to be once again people who widely, 

continually, and fervently share their faith in Jesus 

Christ with those who do not yet have such a faith. 

This sharing must occur in relevant ways, without 

being obnoxious, so that they might have the possi-

bility to come to this life-transforming and saving 

faith.ò  End of quote. 

 Pray for our church, would you? Pray that we 

might have an evangelism explosion. Pray that we 

might make and keep Jesus Christ the main thing, 

again!  Keep Being Faithful!    Pastor Bill  
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...for 
July 

 
July 1, 15, 22 and 29: The following 
 youth groups will meet: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kidsõ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge  
 
July 8, 1:00-4:00 p.m.:  Decorating 
 church for VBS and a cookout 
 
July 9-12, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.:  
 Vacation Bible School at Grace UMC 
 
July 17, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.:  Trip to 
 Raging Rivers 
 
July 21-28:  Mission Trip to Leech Lake 
 Reservation in northern Minnesota 
 
For more information on any of these 
youth activities, please see Mike Savard. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS Decorating Party 

Grace United Methodist Church 
July 8, 2018 
1:00-4:00 pm 

(Volunteer Appreciation Cookout at 4 pm) 

This yearõs theme is Rafting/Camping.  
Please mark and bring related items to help 
create a memorable atmosphere for the 
youth attending this yearõs VBS.  Artificial 
trees and shrubs, as well as rafting, camp-
ing and fishing gear will add greatly to the 

overall effect. 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be 
held July 9-12, 10:00 amñ12:30 pm  

Online registration for VBS is available at  
nashvillegrace.net 

DǊŀŎŜ ¦a/ YƛŘΩǎ /ƭǳō Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ½ƻƻ ƻƴ 

WǳƴŜ мнΣ нлмуΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŘŀȅΗ 

CǊƻƳ ƭŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ  !ǊǊƛŀƴƴŀ .ƛǊŎƘŀǊŘΣ aŀȅƭŜƛƎƘ 

IŀƭƭΣ /ƘƭƻŜ .ƛǊŎƘŀǊŘΣ [ƛȊȊƛŜ .ƛǊŎƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ  

9ƭƭƛŜ  {ƛƳƻƴǘƻƴΦ 

{ǊΦ IƛƎƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нпǘƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǿŜƴǘ ŀȄŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎΗ CǊƻƴǘ ǊƻǿΥ YŀƭŜō wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΣ 
{Ŝƭƛƴŀ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ²ȅƴƴƛŜ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΦ  .ŀŎƪ ǊƻǿΥ  
aƛƪŜ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΣ 9ƭƭŜȅ {ȊƻǇƛƴǎƪƛΣ YŀǊƳŜƴ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎΣ 
!ƴŘǊŜǿ {ŀǾŀǊŘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ŀǾŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ {ŀǾŀǊŘΦ  
bƻǘ ǎƘƻǿƴΥ  aƛƪŜ {ŀǾŀǊŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ    
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΗ 
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A Thank You from Washington County 

Senior Services in Okawvilleé 
 

Dear Friends,  

On behalf of the Board of Directors of 

Washington County Senior Services, I 

would like to express my sincerest grat-

i t u de t o y ou r  chu r ch for  t he gen er ou s 

donation to our organization. We 

greatly appreciate your continued   

support of the Senior Center.  
 

Thanks again.  

   Sincerely,  

   Opal Koch, Director  

An article by Jim Kraus, publisher of ñFascinating 

Information Pastors Gotta Know,ò June 2017é 

My Thoughts...on evangelizing. 

 Our church recently held a five-part seminar on 

personal evangelism.  I know that believing does not 

automatically confer the ability to effectively share 

that experience with others, so specific training is 

often very helpful. 

 When my wife and I were first married, we par-

ticipated in a two-year discipleship training program 

developed by the Navigators.  I learned a great deal, 

and I have used that knowledge and those techniques 

many times in the past 35 years.  But there is one 

thing missing in most evangelism instructional ef-

forts.  And thatôs finding and seeking out people 

who have not yet heard the Good News. 

 For the past 27 years, I have worked at a Chris-

tian company.  The pickings for evangelism, so to 

speak, are mighty slim there.  And over time, most 

of the friendships my wife and I developed were 

formed through church or small groups or Bible 

studies.  Same thing thereðeveryone believed.  

Neighbors?  Sure, thatôs an opportunity.  In our 

small neighborhood, though, most folks are church-

goers.  The ones who are notðwell, they know I am, 

and they know where I stand and what I believe. 

 Some of you may work at a secular company.  If 

so, you could have the opportunity to share your 

faith with coworkers.  But that situation is also 

changing.  Many companies put limits on 

ñproselytizingò during working hoursðperhaps not 

out of an antireligious bias, but simply to keep work 

environments focused on work. 

 My real challenge is getting to know nonbeliev-

ers.  If I join a secular groupðlike a photography 

club or a writersô group, or volunteer at the county 

animal shelterðwell, some folks may shake their 

heads and say, ñNice, but thatôs not really a Chris-

tian activity,ò or ñYouôre missing the menôs break-

fast meeting on Friday for that?ò 

 They would be right, but those are three activi-

ties in which I participate, both because I enjoy them 

and because they all allow me to develop friendships 

outside the Christian bubble in which I sometimes 

find myself.   Have  I led  any folks  in those groups 

 

to faith?  Not yet, but we have had some interesting 

discussions, and I know that some of them are truly 

seeking. 

 All this to say, get out of church once in a while 

and get into something that is not churchðso you 

can meet people who might benefit from being in a 

church.  If you donôt tell them about faith, who will? 

 

A note from Mike Savard, Director of 

Children and Youth Ministriesé 

This past school year 228 Bible bookmarks were 

completed and turned in by students attending   

Happy Days Preschool. 

Thatôs 1,140 Bible stories read and at least 2,280 

times someone was exposed to Scripture! 
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ñThe Five Finger Prayerò of    

Pope Francis 

1. Your thumb is closest to you.  The thumb 

reminds us to pray for those closest to usð

our family and friends. 

2. Your pointer finger (index finger) reminds 

us of teachers who point things out to us.  

Pray for the people who teach youð

pastors, children, Church leaders, School 

teachers, professors, coaches, etc. 

3. Your middle finger is the longest, which 

reminds us to pray for those who are in 

authority over us.  Try to wiggle your   

middle finger without moving any other 

fingers.  Many people canôt move them 

without moving any other finger.  Those in 

authority over you (you middle finger) 

move other people (fingers) to do things.   

4. Your ring finger is next to your little finger.  

It is one of your weakest fingers; it          

reminds you to pray for the weak, the sick, 

and the unsaved. 

5. Your little finger is the smallest finger of 

all.  It represents you.  We are to think 

more highly of others than ourselves (the 

little finger); therefore, your little finger 

reminds you to pray for yourself.  While it 

is important to spend time praying for  

others, you should also remember to pray 

for your own needs. 

Your whole hand reminds you that God holds 

the whole world in His hand. 

Send your prayers with praise and worship 

to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Saturday, July 21, 2018 

10:00 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. 
 
 

Grace United Methodist Church hosts a              
òBack-to-School Carnivaló for all school-aged 
children in Washington County every summer.  
There will be free school supplies, food, games, 
sand art, balloons and more!  Free childrenõs  
Bibles and some adult Bibles will also be     
available to those who want them.   

We need many volunteers that day.  Please    
offer your help to Ron Brown, Missions     
Chairman, or call the church office at          
327-8407 to offer your help! 
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DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ 

Wǳƭȅ м  WƻƘƴ [ǳŜǎǎŜƴƘŜƛŘŜ  
Wǳƭȅ у  WǳƭƛŜ {ŎƘǊƻŜŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƴƛŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎ 
Wǳƭȅ мр  [ŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ DŀǊƭƛŎƘ 
Wǳƭȅ нн  wƻƴ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅ .Ǌƻǿƴ 
Wǳƭȅ нф  WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀ {ŀƭƭŜŜ 
  

! tǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ пǘƘΦΦΦ[ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƘŜŀǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ŦǊŜŜΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛǾŜŘΦ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ 

ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ōƻƻƪǎΦ Lǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻŀǊŘŜŘΦ IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦΦΦ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  

τtŜǘŜǊ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ {ŜƴŀǘŜ  

Eagle House Mission Trip (Buncombe, IL)ñJune 18-22, 2018 

A big thank you to all those who helped build a wheelchair ramp on a womanõs home and       
replace 1500 square feet of flooring in the main building at Eagle House.  Those that         
participated either for the whole or part of the week were Pastor Bill, Ron Brown, Josey and 
Terry Campbell, Bobby Markotay, and Andrew, David and Mike Savard.                                     


